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Jane Lancaster: [00:00:00] Hello everybody. My name is Jane Lancaster. I’m talking to some 

members of the Brown class of 1984. It is May the 23rd, 2009, and we’re in the newly renovated 

Pembroke Hall, in the one room that looks like it always did. I’m very fond of this frieze. If you 

get fed up with listening to each other, you can work out what all the women around this frieze 

are doing. What I’d like to do first is get you to introduce yourselves to me and to each other, 

because I think some of you know each other, but most of you don’t. So I’ll introduce myself 

first, and then maybe you can do what you do. I’m Jane Lancaster. I’m a historian, and I’m 

actually a Brown Ph.D. [00:01:00] And I’m working with the Pembroke Center to keep these 

memories of women’s experiences at Brown over the years. That’s who I am. And perhaps if we 

can start on the left over here, and tell us who you are.  

 

Joy Brownstein: I’m Joy Brownstein. 

 

JL: Okay. And? 

 

JB: And I’m a public relations executive, specializing in healthcare companies. I’m married. I 

have two children, a 14-year-old girl and an 11-year-old boy, and I live in Scarsdale, New York. 

 

JL: And what was your major? 

 

JB: Psychology. 
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JL: In psychology, thank you. 

 

Jean Eastman-Ryan: I’m Jean Eastman-Ryan, and I was a semiotics major. I’m a launch 

specialist and a yoga teacher, and I have a 17-year-old and a three-year-old, and I live in New 

Hampshire by the ocean.  

 

JL: Very nice. 

 

Maria Mileno: I’m Maria Mileno. I’m an infectious disease physician at the [00:02:00] Miriam 

Hospital. I was here in ’84, studied AB biology and also in our applied music program, and I 

value that today.  

 

JL: So you did music? 

 

MM: Yes. 

 

JL: As well as biology. 

 

MM: Right. 

 

JL: Okay.   

 

MM: And I have three children – high school, middle school, and lower school levels at this 

time.  

 

JL: Great. 

 

Marcia Brown: I’m Marcia Brown. I’m originally from Jamaica, grew up in New York, currently 

live in Georgia – Atlanta, Georgia. I’m a marketing executive, and I’m not married, and I don’t 

have any children. And I majored in organization behavior, and management, as well as health 

and society.  
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JL: And health and society. 

 

MB: And health and society. 

 

JL: This is one of the great beauties of Brown, isn’t it? [laughter] Yes. 

 

Reid Norris Buckley: My name is Reid Norris Buckley – excuse me. I live in Annapolis, 

Maryland. I was a history major, and I have two daughters, ages 14 and 16. And with my 

husband, [00:03:00] we sell waterfront real estate. We’re in Annapolis, which of course is on the 

water, and all around that area.  

 

Surrenthia Parker: I am Surrenthia Parker, and I majored in biology and medicine. I live in 

Chicago. I’m from Chicago originally, and I’m back in Chicago now. I’m an orthopedic surgeon. 

I did a fellowship in hand and microvascular surgery, but my practice is a general orthopedic 

practice. I have no children. I have three dogs – Sasha, Savannah, and Sebastian – and I have a 

husband. I’m married. [laughter] 

 

Q: The dogs came first.  

 

SP: Well, I had the dogs before I had the husband. 

 

Karla Elrod: My name is Karla Elrod. I majored in engineering and economics. I grew up in 

Maplewood, New Jersey, [00:04:00] and I currently live in Manhattan, and I am a healthcare 

consultant. 

 

Patricia Glass: I’m Patricia Glass. I live in Manhattan. I majored in international relations and 

economics. I have two boys. They’re 15 and 13. And I’m a money manager for an investment 

bank in New York.  
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Amy Davidsen: And I’m Amy Davidsen, S-E-N, since there are two Amy Davidsons in our 

class, so they’re constantly – we’re constantly confused. And I live in Manhattan. I’m married. I 

have a five-year – actually, now a six-year-old son. I majored in pure mathematics, and I’ve been 

a banker most of my career, but sort of a banker with an edge. And I am now not working and 

will be going back into the environmental field.  

 

Kirsten Duckett: My name is Kirsten Duckett, and I majored in anthropology-linguistics. I’m 

kind of transnational. I have a place in Queens. My husband lives in Belgium, [00:05:00] and I 

call Belgium my home. And I’ve done a lot of different jobs, mostly related to language, and 

right now, I’m teaching English at the United Nations. 

 

Pam Arya: I’m Pam Arya. I grew up in Morgantown, West Virginia. I majored in geophysics at 

Brown. I currently live in McLean, Virginia, and I’m a technology executive.  

 

MM: I forgot to say I grew up in the Bronx, but I live here now, in Rhode Island, and I’m an 

associate professor here at Brown, as well. So I feel reunited on a daily basis, but I’m so happy I 

could make it to this event. 

 

Q: That’s perfect. 

 

JL: My first question for anyone who wants to chip in is: why did you come to Brown? And 

perhaps why did you come and then what were your first – no, start with why did you come, 

anyone. 

 

RNB: I have a great story. I came on the tour, and we got to the science library, [00:06:00] and 

the tour person said, “And during finals week, we have a cake in the elevator.” And I said, 

“Wow, these people know how to have fun.” I never once set foot in the science library my 

entire time at Brown, because I was a liberal arts major, but I thought, “This is fun.” And that 

was, in fact – what bore it out was – everybody worked hard, but they played hard, and it just 

was – it was fun. I knew it when I walked on the campus. 
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JL: That’s great. Anyone else? 

 

MB: Well, I had never heard of Brown, and I was planning on going to Cornell. I mentioned I’m 

from Jamaica originally, so we’re just becoming familiar with the system here. So my sister 

called me up one day, and she said, “[Ari?] got into Brown.” My sister was dating the person 

who is now her husband, and his brother was accepted. And I just said, “Where’s Brown?” And 

she said, “Rhode Island.” I said, “No one goes to Rhode Island.” [00:07:00] And I decided I was 

going to apply anyway, because they have a seven-year med program, because I was planning on 

becoming a doctor. And I was accepted. I was accepted to Cornell. And Brown had a program 

that weekend that they had scheduled. Twenty-five dollars got me on the bus. I had someone I 

would stay with. They had a program, a whole agenda, and Cornell said, “Come in when you 

can.” So I decided, “I’m going to Cornell anyway, so I might as well just take a trip.” And I 

visited Brown, and I really loved it. The people were very real. I had a really wonderful 

experience, and just – I saw it as where I belong, but I did not – my heart and my mind did not 

make the connection yet. 

 So when I went back to school and I, you know, waited until the time to make the 

decision. When I made the decision, I started to tell everyone, and no one was surprised. So I 

asked someone, “Why aren’t you surprised?” They said, “Well, you talked about Brown so much 

that I figured that’s where you were going.” And so [00:08:00] four years, it was wonderful. 

 

JL: Someone else?  

 

JER: Didn’t come here for the weather. [laughter] I planned to go skiing in Colorado for four 

years in Boulder and knew that since I was 13, and so I really didn’t look at colleges, did the 

backup school down the street – UNH and stuff. And so I never went through all the angst of the 

whole college search, because I was going to ski in Colorado, and that was very clear. And then 

this wonderful woman – I was in St. Paul’s summer program they do for public school kids in 

New Hampshire, and I wanted to go home to the beach instead of – on this weekend when you’re 

supposed to learn about colleges. I said, “Well, I just want to go home, you know, I don’t need to 

look at colleges.” And I saw the Brown banner. It was the only school that had this big felt, you 

know, banner. It looked like it was from the ‘40s, you know? And I didn’t know – I mean, this is 
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pathetic, but I really didn’t know. I grew up around Dartmouth and stuff and Harvard and those 

but never knew about Brown. [00:09:00] And my mother – god bless her soul, mother of eight 

kids – I looked at her, and I said, “What the heck is Brown?” And she goes, “Oh for god’s sake, 

how stupid are you?” I’m like, “Well, I want to go to the beach, so can we go?” And she says, 

“No, we’re going in there.” 

 So we went in, and I was immediately grabbed energetically by the four people. And I 

thought it was so neat that everyone was a different race, and that was different than all the other 

schools. And so that really struck me as, “This is different.” And they were laughing with each 

other and, you know, really joshing. But this one woman had red hair. She was the only white 

woman in the group, and she had bright red hair, and she had so much energy. She was like 

bouncing off the walls, and her name was Betts Howes, who was one of the women who founded 

the women’s crew team. So she just was in my face, and I thought, “I really want to go skiing in 

Colorado, and I really want to go to the beach today.” But she grabbed me energetically, 

[00:10:00] and I left knowing, “Okay, I’ll apply.” And then I had a guidance counselor tell me, 

“You’ll never get in. Don’t waste your money on the application fee.” Isn’t that nice? Thank 

you. May she rest in wherever. 

 So my mother came and picked me up with the family dog and handed me this packet. 

And it was, you know, a big – remember the big, thick packet, the yes?  

 

Q: The yes packet. 

 

JER: And she handed it to me, and I went, “Oh.” My heart stopped. I was in front of (inaudible) 

High School. I’m like, “That’s an awfully big no.” And she goes, “It killed me not opening it. 

Open it.” So it was pretty neat. I said, “I’ll give it a try.” And I came, and they had me stay with 

the – this was the best thing they could have done. They had me stay with the Brown Bear. I 

don’t know if you remember the really tall woman who was the Brown Bear. First of all, it’s a 

woman, okay, so that’s pretty cool. Our school mascot is a six-foot-two woman. And so I’m like, 

“I’m not going here.” I said, “Thank you for putting me up. I won't be going here, because I ski, 

[00:11:00] and there’s no mountains here.” And she was like – everyone kept grinning at me like 

they knew something. Well, I woke up in the middle of the night, and I think it was like a sign. I 

ended up being a semiotics major – signs and symbols. The lightning was crashing, and the wind 
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– the rain was coming down, and there’s a streetlight outside. And the Brown Bear was hanging, 

this mangy – again, this 1940s costume – is hanging by its neck in the corner. It scared the hell 

out of me, because I forgot where I was. It was like looming down at me, and I was like, “Oh, 

it’s a sign.” And I thought that they had paid people to be nice to me and tell me how great it was 

here. I’m like, “Is it in the water, or are you all on drugs? It’s not that great here. It rains.” 

 So it was that kind of – everyone was really happy. Everyone was really like, “I study 

parasites,” and you know. Someone told me that over pizza I’m like, “And you enjoy this?” And 

she goes, “Oh, it’s fascinating.” And I’m like, “What is with the people here? Everyone is really 

into everything, even parasites.” So I said, “Okay, Mom. I’ll go for a semester. We can’t afford 

it. [00:12:00] I’ll go, and then I’m heading out to Colorado,” where my scholarships would pay 

for everything. And instead, one week into it, I was madly in love with first of all, my roommate, 

Anne [Hanley?] – wonderful person. And everyone I met, I was – I couldn’t believe it. I mean, I 

was like – I called my mother by Wednesday of freshman week, and I said, “I just want to let 

you know I’m staying, so we better figure out how to pay for this.” But it was the people. It was 

definitely – I didn’t care if this school were in Siberia. I realized it has nothing to do with the 

weather or the people. Here was this passionate people who really enjoyed something, you 

know? And there wasn’t a single – and I tell people now, if you do not have a good time at 

Brown, there is something wrong with you. 

 

Q: I agree. I agree. 

 

JL: Someone over this side. 

 

PA: I read about Brown in Time magazine, and I really wanted to go here because my dad really 

wanted me to be a science major. Both my parents are physicists, [00:13:00] and so (inaudible) 

physicists. In Time magazine, it said you could take all these other classes in humanities. You 

didn’t have to take the basic, you know, entry-level humanities classes. You could take any 

classes you wanted. So I figured that would solve my problem with getting a science degree but 

yet taking interesting humanities classes. And I – So I applied. I just felt – I knew I was going to 

get in, and I never came to Brown or met anyone from Brown until the first day I showed up at 
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school. And I loved it here from the minute I got here. I knew it was the right choice for me, and 

I’ve been pretty happy with that ever since.  

 

JL: And the fact that you’re all here suggests that you were all quite happy with it. Does anyone 

have any less positive –  

 

KD: Yes. 

 

JL:  – memories. 

 

KD: I – both of my parents went to Brown. They met at Brown, and they got married. So Brown 

was always sort of on the agenda in our family, [00:14:00] and I, you know, I thought maybe I 

could do something different, but it was always one of the possibilities. And my sister was one 

year ahead of me in school, and she was going to go to Johns Hopkins. And I was looking at 

schools in California and Brown, and she faked me out, because she ended up going to Brown. 

So then, I was in this situation where I would not only be going to my parents’ school but also 

my sister’s school. And well, anyway, I ended up going to Brown, and the main reason was 

because they had a radio station, and I thought that that would be excellent. 

 But I felt very out of place when I arrived. I mean, it was good to have my sister here, but 

I didn’t –  

 

JL: Out of place – why? 

 

KD: Socio-economics. 

 

JL: Yeah. 

 

AD: I have a little different story. I went to a boarding school [00:15:00] but was a scholarship 

person – child. So when it came to applying to schools, it was just a natural that I wanted to go to 

Brown. My father wanted me to go to Princeton, and I was just adamant about coming to Brown. 

For our age, it was a little bit of, “Well, you want to go there just because of John F. Kennedy.” 
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It’s like, “No, I’m really not that shallow, Dad.” So there was a little bit of that, because it 

became – my father thought this was a fad school, and he said, “You should be at Princeton, and 

that’s the place for you.” And I just hands-down knew – I applied early. That was – I knew 100 

percent this was the right school, and I think it had to do with just having been at a boarding 

school that – having the freedom of choosing you’re – what you wanted to study was very, very 

attractive to me. I think that was the driving force. 

 

JB: Yeah, that’s what interested me. I mean, I liked the flexible curriculum, and then I could – I 

sort of felt like I was a very, [00:16:00] very self-motivated and sort of intense person myself, 

and that I could not only take advantage of the curriculum, but also sort of benefit from a little 

less – what I felt like was a little less institutional pressure. And in the end, I was deciding 

between Brown and Yale, and I kind of ran back and forth between the two schools for a long 

time, and it sort of came down to, like, everything and nothing, in the end, you know – soft ice 

cream machine. But in the end, I sort of – I guess I have to agree with you about the people, 

because in the end, I sort of felt like I looked more like the people at Brown, and maybe that’s 

because it was a more diverse-looking group. But I sort of felt like I could see myself sort of 

fitting in better at Brown than at Yale, and I think it was a good decision. 

 

AD: I think the point about being self-motivated – that was an absolute – you had to be. 

[00:17:00] I felt there was no sort of support structure. I’m sure it was there, but it was easy to 

slide through if you wanted to as a student, and I’m sure there were plenty in our class that did, 

but you really had to stay on top of what you needed to get done, because there was no other sort 

of support, at least, it felt that way to me.  

 

SP: I thought there was –  

 

PG: You felt support? Maybe you had that because of the structure of the med school, being pre-

med.  

 

SP: When I first came, I didn’t really know that I was pre-med. And I think, for me, it was more 

the support of other students. You know, there was your advisor. I don’t know that I ever met my 
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advisor. I probably did, but I just remember talking about this last night. It never felt that there 

was this huge competitive pressure, “Oh, I won't share my information with you.” But we would 

study together. If someone could grasp a concept, and someone else couldn’t, then they could 

maybe explain it to you better [00:18:00] than the professor could. And so we kind of reached 

out and helped each other along through the class and were happy when we all, you know, did 

well. If someone did a little bit better than you did, you didn’t feel like, “Oh, I hate that person, 

because they did better.” You were, you know, glad that they were successful in the class. So I 

always felt that the other students – sometimes, the people that were a few years older than you, 

if they had taken the class before, there was this support system that was kind of there, at least in 

the minority population. For us, there was this support system where, you know, they would 

reach back and kind of, “Well, this class, you need to do this, and if you don’t understand this, 

then ask this person.” And you just kind of helped each other out, and you supported each other 

through it. And I felt extremely supported here. 

 

KE: Well, I think, also too – at least the year we started, I mean, the support programs for 

minorities were incredible. [00:19:00] I started off in the summer at a pre-engineering program, 

which I think lasted for a month, maybe for August, and then, we had –  

 

Q: Third World –  

 

KE:  – Third World Transition Week, T-W-T-W, yeah. 

 

MB: Oh, they had the weekend. That’s the weekend I came up, as well. 

 

KE: Okay. So we had that, then there were minority peer counselors. We were all assigned a 

dean, because my dean was Dean Ashley, who I saw all the time. And then, of course – as 

Surrenthia pointed out – the students before us all shared their materials. We all worked together. 

So really, we had a huge network of support, in order to make sure that we were successful in the 

university. 

 

PG: That’s interesting. I mean, I didn’t experience any of that. 
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KE: Really? 

 

PG: Not at all. 

 

KE: Wow. 

 

PG: I mean, my roommate and I studied together. We supported each other, but it wasn’t – I 

have no idea who my advisor [00:20:00] or counselor was –  

 

KE: Okay. 

 

PG:  – or dean. I never felt as if there was any sort of structure of support. That totally felt like, 

“You’re on your own.” And I think that that – and I mean, I guess it’s a good thing I’m self-

motivated, but I think I would have still benefited by a little, you know, a little bit more. And I 

think it would have made me feel a stronger connection to the school, looking back, because I 

come back for reunion weekend, and I don’t have any link or allegiance to the administration or 

the teachers. There are so few familiar faces. And then, the other thing I would say if you say, 

“Are there any negative points?” I lived here freshman year, Pembroke, but I lived in New 

Pembroke. And I don’t know if they do this any longer, but New Pembroke was a terrible place 

to put freshman, because it’s these very isolating towers. I think there were four towers and about 

five rooms on a floor, and it’s not necessarily all freshmen, so you’re freshmen sprinkled in with 

people of other classes.  

And it just isn’t, [00:21:00] it isn’t massive enough, and there isn’t enough intersection, 

like those big, long corridors that you get, even over here at Morris or the Quads. And I think 

that that really stunted my social experience at Brown, because I think if you don’t get freshman 

year off to a good start, and you don’t have a good foundation – whether it’s you know, 10 

buddies or 15 buddies, just some group that you kind of can identify with. It’s just sort of this 

odd person from the squash team or this person from the ski team – in my case – or this person 

from dance classes. But nobody necessarily knows each other. You don’t have that sense of a 

gang, and I missed that, and I do feel it. It’s definitely something that palatable this weekend.  
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MB: You and I were in the same dorm. 

 

PG: In Pembroke 4? Are you Pembroke 4? 

 

MB: Mm-hmm, I remember you.  

 

PG: Oh, you do? 

 

MB: It was isolating, because on my floor, there was myself and my roommate and these two 

guys, [00:22:00] and we were the only freshmen, and it was very isolating. So Judith and I would 

do things together, but my anchor really was the minority community, and then also spending 

Third World Week – that’s where I met a lot of, you knowm, classmates and things like that that 

were not just African American, but Asian. It’s just a minority community, so I found that to be a 

tremendous support. But I remember you. [laughter] 

 

PA: West Quad was a great place to be a freshman and meet people, but the infrastructure at 

West Quad – Keeney Quad now, today. It still remains like (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) it 

hasn’t been renovated.  

 

Q: They should spend some dollars there.  

 

Q: They need to get that together. 

 

PG: I spent last night sleeping there.  

 

KE: Yeah, a bunch of us did, and I was expecting it to be different. I was really surprised that it’s 

just like it was 25 years ago.  
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JB: I stayed there last night. [00:23:00] I was sort of glad it wasn’t different. I brought my kids 

for the first time, and I was really happy to be able to show them, “This is the way we lived.” 

(laughs) 

 

Q: It makes home look pretty nice.  

 

JL: So this is very interesting. One person, I think, hasn’t said anything. Do you want to say 

anything about –  

 

MM: Well, just for me, coming to Brown was a risk. I grew up in the Bronx to parents who had 

never gone to college, and so – and the immediate family had a few cousins who went to some 

local community colleges. So for me to be graduating from Bronx High School of Science and 

having different options, we sort of cast a wide net and had no expectation to really be accepted 

to an Ivy League institution. And it was really one of my music teachers who coached me to say, 

“You should go to a place where you could do all the things that you would like to do [00:24:00] 

and mix it together,” because he had nieces who had been. So I feel very grateful that I could be 

here, but it was always a risk for me. I felt each day not connected, as you guys described, and 

wanting to get to medical school and still pursue these other options. And I feel maybe not as 

relaxed to just go and find someone to go, you know, play tennis with or try to do something I 

haven’t tried before.  

 

JER: I do think having a freshman – your freshman roommate really can make a difference, 

because I remember hearing the stories on the hall. I was in one of the long hallways – Morriss-

Champlin – and I remember halfway through the year the fights and the different things that 

would happen, and people would switch roommates. And I remember being kind of mortified by 

those stories, because I just really lucked out. And we were the same size everything, [00:25:00] 

down to our underwear, my roommate and I, so we thought we were long-lost twins. She’s 

African American. I was white. And we were really – still are very, very in love with each other. 

You know, I said to my husband, who had never come here with me – my fairly new husband. I 

said, “Okay, there are two people I have to see, and if I see these two – I have to see these two 

people.” And they were the last two people I saw. We were on the green until 2:30 a.m. last 
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night, and I just was like, “Oh,” and [Chaz?] is like, “Oh, thank god we found you two. Can we 

go to bed now?”  

 

PA: I actually recently – two weeks ago – talked to the woman who lived across the hall from me 

freshman year. Her name is Frances Lefkowitz and she’s writing a book about her Brown 

experience. 

 

AD: Fran is the class ahead of us, right? 

 

PA: No.  

 

AD: (inaudible) 

 

PA: [00:26:00] It’s called To Have Not, and it’s actually about – specifically about how alienated 

she felt, economically, at Brown. And we had this long discussion about it, and I basically told 

her that even though – that I never felt that, even though I’m sure that, you know, my family was 

not anywhere close to as wealthy as a lot of people here. But she felt extreme – very extreme 

economic isolation. She has written this long book about it. It’s coming out in a few months. 

 

SP: That’s interesting, because I came, I mean, my – before I came to Brown, I just thought that 

– not that we were rich, because we absolutely were not, but I hadn’t, you know – my parents 

never talked about money. My dad worked two jobs. He was a teacher, worked at the post office, 

and my mom didn’t work. And we, you know – I went to public high school, and I was fortunate 

enough to have been in a scholarship program at Phillips Academy in Andover in the summers, 

[00:27:00] and so I had that exposure, and that’s how I was introduced to Brown, because they 

don’t talk about Brown in public high schools in Chicago. But then, I came here, and there were 

people, you know, at the economic level where my parents were, which was probably the lower 

economic level of the students at Brown. And then, there are the super-duper wealthy, but I 

never felt a distinction. I was worked-study, and I worked my however many hours in the Ratty 

and wherever I worked. I worked the entire four years, and so I always had a little money in my 
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hand, but it didn’t feel like you really needed money while you were here. So I find that 

interesting that –  

 

PA: Yeah, I was equally surprised. I mean, we were good friends, and she never had said 

anything to me the whole four years she was here. And I asked, “Why wouldn’t you ever say 

something to me?” 

 

MB: You know, I had a full scholarship, and what was surprising to me was – I went to a public 

high school. I went to a magnet school. [00:28:00] I went to Brooklyn Tech and grew up in the 

Bronx (inaudible). I thought everyone was similar to me, in terms of their experience, and so it 

became clear that – if the school you went to – in the [pig?] book, if it said “high school,” that 

was public, and if it didn’t, that was by and large private.  

 

Q: Oh, that’s interesting. 

 

MB: Yeah. I look at trends and insight stuff, so maybe that’s why I ended up in marketing. But, 

you know, what I found was, it was just a rich experience for me. It was an opportunity for me to 

meet all kinds of people from all around the world and to learn from them, and then I impart 

something as well. And, you know, I worked my four years. I worked in the Rockefeller. I was 

involved in a lot of activities, and I met people from all different walks of life. And one thing 

that was common was that people didn’t necessarily – they were just down to earth, and I didn’t 

necessarily feel that [00:29:00] there was a difference education-wise or socioeconomically or 

just other things. And maybe it’s the people I gravitated towards, and I’m sure there are those 

that exist on campus that were not like that, but by and large, I found it to be people that were 

quite – “humble” is not the word, but something close to that.  

 

Q: Open. 

 

MB: Very open and down – down to earth. Down to earth. 

 

Q: Down to earth, I agree. 
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JL: So did everybody have campus jobs? What did you do?  

 

JER: I worked in the art department. I worked in the art department, cleaning slides for all the art 

history classes.  

 

JL: Cleaning slides? 

 

JER: Yeah, with these little things that I think cause cancer. It has – it says – it always had 

stickers all over it, “Do Not Read This.” I’m like, “Well, how the heck do I see the dust?” But it 

was cleaning these little tiny flecks of dust off of the art history slides, and I’d have to put black 

electrical tape on the edges, [00:30:00] so that no light could create that crack of light, you know, 

during the huge – the art history – remember that huge whatever it was, 101.  

 

Q: Yeah, that’s a great class. 

 

PA: I actually worked – in the summer, I did Fortran programming for the geophysics 

department, and that’s basically how I got my job. So all of those classes that I took, no one had 

any interest in, but I was – when I went to apply for jobs, I was the only English-speaking person 

who could program in a scientific language like Fortran, which I learned in the summer – why I 

was being paid by this guy to, like, babysit his computer lab. 

 

JL: So you wouldn’t have been taught that in a class or –  

 

PA: No, the computer science classes that I took were, you know, more leading edge, but that 

stuff wasn’t out in the workforce then, in the computer science workforce, so no one was 

interested in that kind of skillset. They were interested [00:31:00] that I knew Fortran. That’s 

how I got my first job. 

 

AD: I didn’t work formally for the school, but I had to – babysat for faculty kids, just for my 

pocket change, because otherwise – I didn’t feel like I needed it, because I didn’t really spend 
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money. But I do recall – in my social circle, at least – the people tended to have a little bit more 

money and would go out to dinner. I just didn’t partake in that, because I – but didn’t feel like I 

missed anything. 

 

JB: I got myself a job at the Sciences library, which actually I kept all four years, so that I would 

have sort of extra pocket change and a little more independence from my parents, in terms of, 

you know – in fact, the first year, I didn’t even tell them that I had gotten this job. It was like 10 

hours a week, just so that I had a little extra money and didn’t always have to be clearing it with 

them. 

 

SP: My job was part of my financial aid packet – what was it called? The student [00:32:00] 

work program –  

 

Q: Work-study. 

 

SP:  – work-study, work-study. And so it was just part of – you know, you went to class, and 

then you went to work, but then they paid you, and you got a check.  And so you had money in 

hand, but it was, you know, it was part of the – I guess they included that as part of your 

spending money or money that you were to use for books or whatever the case might be. And I 

worked in the – I always worked in food service for the eight semesters, in different areas. But 

one year, I also worked in the mailroom, so I had two jobs.  

 

KE: Well to me, it just seemed natural that you’d have some sort of job while you were at 

school, because in high school, I always had a part-time job, you know, whether it was in food 

services or working at some kind of a convenience store or something like that. So when I came 

to Brown, I actually worked for the dean’s office, [00:33:00] and I was the person who put up 

posters around campus and was stuffing flyers in the mailbox for various activities. And then at 

one point, the person who ran the mailroom thought I was such a fast stuffer that he actually 

gave me a job to stuff the real mail into the boxes. And it was really funny, because he liked to 

do it randomly. So however the stack came in, he would just kind of go all over the mailroom, 

stuffing. Well, you know, I’m very organized, so I had to take all the mail, put in order of the 
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boxes, and then do the stuffing, so that I could move orderly around the room. Well, that job 

didn’t last for long, so I went back to the dean’s office, doing the flyers and other stuff. 

 

PA: Does anybody dream still about turning the dials on those mail (inaudible)? [00:34:00] I’ll 

occasionally, like once a year, have a dream where I’m trying to open the mailbox and I can’t 

remember my combination. 

 

PG: Did you see yesterday? I went to look at where the mailboxes were, and it’s a demolition 

zone.  

 

PA: Well, they’re all gone, yeah.  

 

Q: It’s across the street. 

 

SP: It’s across the street, in that nice –  

 

PG: That really glass –  

 

SP:  – yes, yes. (inaudible) biomedical building. 

 

PA: But the mailboxes, the older mailboxes, are all gone.  

 

Q: Well, nobody gets anything by mail anymore, do they? 

 

PA: No, but I mean, they can sell them or let people – make them into nostalgia items like bricks 

or something. (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

PG: Do we know what they’re going to do with that big space? 

 

Q: Like, a student center. 
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JL: Study center of some sort. 

 

PG: Something. It’s nothing, right now.  

 

JL: I was looking at your yearbook, and I’m sure you’ve all been perusing your yearbook very 

carefully.  

 

Q: Where is it? 

 

JL: So I found something really interesting [00:35:00] in your yearbook. I will read you two 

sentences of the quote. “There seems to be accumulating evidence that indicates the sexual 

revolution is dying out. People today finally don’t need to sleep together after the first date, and 

the once alluring qualities of sex are no longer.”  

 

Q: That was in our yearbook? 

 

PG: This was one person’s submission on their page? 

 

JL: (inaudible) They wrote a lot. 

 

AD: Well, AIDS was just starting, as we were very well aware, with some of our classmates.  

 

SP: Were you aware when you were at Brown? I wasn’t aware. (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

Were you aware of it at Brown, with AIDS?  

 

AD: I was, yeah.  

 

SP: You were? 
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RNB: Because there was somebody in our freshman hall from Arkansas who wore red Capezio 

shoes and went to New York all the time, [00:36:00] and he died a couple of years after – well, 

very soon after we graduated. 

 

Q: Exactly. 

 

RNB: But I moved to San Francisco after graduation, and I know for a fact that AIDS was not a 

word or a term that we knew here. It was only afterwards, when I saw that he had died, I thought 

– and I was in San Francisco, where it was (inaudible) 

 

AD: Maybe you’re right. My memory is it was sort of after, but I was so aware of that 

(inaudible).  

 

MM: I was very attuned, because summers I spent working with physicians (inaudible) who 

were starting to see with this immunodeficiency that was unexplained. And I think there was a 

sensation on the campus that something was going – now, I’m not sure about that. But it wasn’t 

until a couple years later that there was a definition. 

 

SP: Because I remember in medical school, that’s when it became – they started putting a name 

to it, and every – you know, that whole fear thing was out there. But that was a few years after 

Brown. [00:37:00] 

 

PA: But I don’t think it put a damper on anyone having sex at Brown –  

 

Q: I don’t think so. 

 

PA:  – our senior year, not that I recall (overlapping dialogue; inaudible). That seemed alive and 

well. 

 

JL: But you say it didn’t put a damper. 
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PA: I don’t think so.  

 

Q: No. 

 

PG: I don’t remember getting tested for anything, either.  

 

Q: I don’t remember ever getting tested. 

 

SP: I remember the first experience at Brown – during the freshman orientation week, they had a 

lady come to your dorm, and you had to go to the little lounge in your dorm, and the lady came 

from the health center and talked about condoms. 

 

Q: That’s right. I remember that. 

 

SP: And I – my mom, my parents never talked about that. You don’t have – there was just 

nothing that was ever discussed. I mean, you were sort of aware of it from your friends, but I was 

in shock that this lady came down there, and she had this discussion. And then she talked about 

all the various options that they had at the health center, [00:38:00] and that was in freshman 

orientation week. I remember that, because (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) threw them around 

outside. 

 

Q: There was no lounge. 

 

JL: So you people on Pembroke didn’t get to be told this? 

 

SP: Well, I lived on the green. It was – I lived in Hope College. And they came, and they had all 

of us go to Hope College. Karla was probably out somewhere doing something else, but I – she 

lived in Hope College, too. 

 

KE: I don’t remember it. 
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SP: And then, after the thing, we kind of filled them all up with water, and then we kind of did 

the water condom thing, I guess. 

 

AD: It was definitely promiscuous during our years here, definitely.  

 

JL: So whoever wrote this in your yearbook was –  

 

PA: Clearly not having any (inaudible) 

 

AD: No, it might be a little bit of hindsight, once stuff was –  

 

KE: I think they were out of touch (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) [00:39:00] Yeah, I don’t 

think they were in our class. [laughter]  

 

JL: The other thing I learned from your yearbook is this is the year the drinking age was finally 

raised. 

 

SP: Yes, I could drink for like two weeks. And when I came to Brown, I was 17, and so that 

freshman year, I was not legally supposed to drink. I turned 18 the end of freshman year, May 

3rd, so then I had that two weeks before finals. When I got back in September, I was no longer of 

legal drinking age, because it had raised – it was raised then to 19. It went up a year. It went up 

by one year. Every year when I got back to school, I was – it was always at the very end, May 3rd 

until the end of the class – the school year, that I had that little window of drinking opportunity, 

because I think it went up in June – June 1st of every year or something like that. 

 

RNB: But I don’t – they never caught –  

 

SP: They never did it. [00:40:00] 

 

RNB: At the graduate center bar, they never carded.  
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Q: Right. 

 

RNB: I remember freshman year, night after night, nothing. 

 

PA: Nor was there any penalty for having large keg parties in the dorms. 

 

PG: Right, and the fraternities with the kegs on the front (inaudible) 

 

PA: Even the freshman dorms. 

 

KD: There was a racket in fake IDs, though. 

 

SP: I don’t think they ever checked. They never checked my IDs.  

 

AD:  – (inaudible) maybe I was just convincing myself.  

 

KE: I think we were, too. 

 

AD: I thought we were just with that (inaudible). You might have been just a little younger. 

(overlapping dialogue; inaudible)  

 

Q: So was Serenthia. 

 

JB: In any case, it didn’t impede anybody.  

 

Q: That’s right. 

 

SP: It didn’t impede me either. We just – but I didn’t drink beer. I had my one beer experience 

freshman week, and I thought, “Yuck. This is gross.” I just – but other things, I like sweet drinks. 

 



24 
 

JER: I had to learn not to party all week, because of that freedom. I found out the hard way. A 

Tuesday night is not a good night – [00:41:00] 

 

Q: No, it’s not a good night. 

 

JER:  – to have a beer with your buddies, who I had – I guess I just had really bright friends who 

did not need to study, and we found that out when their grades came and mine did, and there was 

a great discrepancy. So having to explain to my family – I had this great opportunity to come to 

Brown, and what the heck was I doing. And my grades were either As or No Credit – NC, No 

Cigar. And I was – at the end of freshman year, I thought I better get to the dean before the dean 

got to me or my mother, and I was terrified to go home. And I had my boyfriend come home and 

pack the apartment, and I went and found the dean, where I was terrified at going in, and “I 

thought I’d better come and talk to you, Dean Carey McIntosh, before you find me.” Burst into 

tears and, “I don’t belong here,” you know, and started crying, and he listened. And then, he had 

me list all my activities, and he stopped writing, and I was not even close to done. The crew team 

– I did end up joining [00:42:00] the crew team, because of that redhead, redheaded women – 

and I was in so many dance performances, and I was squeezing school into my social life and all 

these great activities. And I had no concept of balance, because in high school, that was who I 

was. You do a million things and get good grades. And here, I needed to reverse that, and I 

didn’t have an advisor who was watching out for me.  

So I would say it was my first real failure in my life, and it was the end of the world to 

me that my grades were like that. So after I cried on – I ended up inviting him to my wedding. I 

love that man so much, how he handled the situation. I burst into tears, said, “Are you going to 

call my mother? What are we going to do?” And he said, “Well first of all, you’re going to stop 

doing all of this, and you’re going to start doing more of this. And why are you taking all these 

science and math courses?” And I said, “Because that’s what you do. You do everything, the 

wheel, like seven things.” And he said, “You know, at Brown, you don’t have to do that.” 

[00:43:00] That was news to me. Somehow, I had missed that. And I said, “No, I have to be a 

well-rounded person.” And he goes, “It’s okay if you’re not.” So we put together a different 

thing, and then my grades immediately went up. 
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But the cool thing about the story for me was – and I interview kids for Brown and stuff 

now and have my own 17-year-old – that failure experience was absolutely critical for me to 

learn how to really succeed, to find my way to fall down. My mother couldn’t help me. There 

really was no one. No one could help me. I was so alone with this experience. I had this brilliant 

roommate, who was very guided on her way to law school, and I was very lost and felt like, “I 

don’t belong here.” And the coolest thing he said to me was, he said, “You know, Jeannie, it’s 

really hard to get into Brown.” I said, “I know it. What have I done?” And he said, “And you 

know what else? It’s even harder to get kicked out.” [laughter] And it was like – so that was 

really a shock. I went around all summer [00:44:00] going, “Well, I didn’t get kicked out.” So 

that was – it’s like, get that over with and now spend the rest of my time here taking risks that 

were in a line with my passion. He kept saying, “Follow your heart. Follow your heart.” And that 

was the most simple code for me. I’d go to a class, and if I didn’t feel in my heart that I was 

going to learn something or didn’t like the professor or whatever, and I ended up making up my 

major about – it was all about how do we find our way and communicate, how do we 

communicate to others. And I had the freedom within the semiotics program to actually – it 

really was like I made up my major, but I used the semiotic umbrella, because it was everything, 

you know, undefined, so it was a great thing to do. But that was really important for me to fail, 

and I’ve given – when I manage people now in business, I go right back to Dean Carey 

McIntosh.  

 

JL: So this is – so you had to give up partying on a Tuesday.  

 

JER: Yeah, [00:45:00] I really had to find my way. I had to start going to the library not to 

socialize. The Rock was where my friends were, so I had to either bury myself in the basement 

and move my carrel, like not tell them where I was. Because again, they were all Phi Beta Kappa 

and didn’t have to study, and they really did end up all Phi Beta Kappa and onto Harvard Law 

School and stuff. I had to go the Sci. Li., because I knew if I went there, they wouldn’t want to 

go there. So I would bury myself on different floors, and that’s – I really had to go extreme, no 

fun, and then pull myself back. And then junior year is when I figured out how to study, balance, 

but it was definitely the hard way. 
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JL: What I’m hearing quite strongly that apart from the support that the minority students got, 

the rest of you were left –  

 

Q: Floundering, yes. There was no (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

PA: There was no support system.  

 

JL: And that’s very interesting, because if I was talking to a somewhat older group than you, the 

minority students would be complaining bitterly. [00:46:00] 

 

PA: I think it’s true today though, and I’ve heard that there’s still this big disconnect where the 

people get these advisors that aren’t close to what they’re doing – because I’m really active in 

the alumni association, so they talk about problems on campus, and they say they get a lot of 

complaints now from the parents. I mean, our parents never got involved with us once we got 

here. But now, these parents still stay involved, and they complain about these advisors who 

never see their kids and are in different majors or departments from their kids, which pretty 

much was the way it was when we were here, for a lot of us. The only difference now, I guess, is 

kids, like, go tell their parents that call the dean, whereas we – I think we told our parents as little 

as possible about our problems. 

 

SP: And we didn’t have a cellphone, so we weren’t talking to our parents all the time, every day. 

You had your once or maybe twice a week, maybe, that you would speak to your parents. 

 

PA: Yes, but it’s different now. 

 

SP: Yeah, it’s different. [00:47:00] 

 

JL: And I’m also hearing, I think, that – at least in your day – that racial diversity was catered 

for, although perhaps economic diversity wasn’t. 

 

PG: I’m sorry, what did you say? Could you say that again? 
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JL: Economic –  

 

Q: I mean, depending on what you –  

 

PG: That there was not economic diversity? 

 

JL: Not – oh, no, no, that it –  

 

Q: Wasn’t catered to.  

 

JL: There was – it was – there was less sensitivity to issues of economic diversity than to issues 

of racial diversity. 

 

JER: You mean from the administration side, to help you navigate? 

 

JL: Yes. Am I right? 

 

KD: I think that the experience that I had was the, you know, the work-study program. That was 

the support. Your economic situation is shielded from view, right, because it’s in the books, 

right? They’re keeping track of how much you owe and how much you – whatever. But it’s not – 

[00:48:00] you don’t go to a counselor for that, right? I mean, that’s just a pure bookkeeping 

kind of a thing. 

 

MM: But your peers would know if you had a job and they didn’t. 

 

JER: Yeah, and they didn’t.  

 

KD: Yeah, and which job you had, as well. I mean, if it’s a work-study job, they’re defined yeah.  
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MM: I think that was one of my more rich experiences that I had. I tried to do all kinds of jobs. I 

spent one week on the food line with cups and garbage, and I decided that that was absolutely 

not how I wanted to spend the rest of my time.  

 

Q: Not for you? 

 

MM:  So I went down to Marvel Gym. They had a little editorial position. I wrote highlights of 

the women’s soccer and all the glorious, you know, results that the kids who were having were 

doing. And I’ll never forget. The woman’s name is in the list. She’s here, I guess, at the reunion 

– Cameron Tuttle. She did wonderful things. 

 

Q: Cammy.  

 

MM: Cammy – I didn’t know her, but I would write –  

 

Q: The soccer Cammy with red hair? 

 

MM: I believe she was a soccer player. [00:49:00] And the highlights would go to the Pro. Jo. 

[Providence Journal] and to the Brown newsp –  so that was more fun. And then, I took up bake 

shop, and it was early hours, so it ruined Friday night and Saturday night, but it made me work in 

an area, again, that I never would have – with these large, large vats of chocolate. 

 

PA: And maybe this group is self-selecting for not being as bothered about that. My guess is that 

people who were very alienated by that experience don’t show up at the 25th reunion. 

 

Q: I think that’s true. 

 

PA:  – to enjoy the company of the many, numerous friends they didn’t make.  
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JL: Even if they come to the reunion, they probably didn’t come and volunteer to talk about their 

experiences. But there’s one woman who hasn’t shown up who seemed to have had some 

dreadful experiences, but –  

 

MM: In working here? 

 

JL: (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) never mind.  

 

MM: There was a job that was – there used to be a McDonald’s. [00:50:00] I don’t know if you 

remember –  

 

Q: Yes, Angell Street or something.  

 

MM:  – and there was a sign out that they wanted to have a – they had a piano in the corner, and 

I asked what was the piano for. They said they wanted to change the image of McDonald’s. They 

gave me $10 an hour for six months to go play, and I used to practice. 

 

Q: At McDonald’s. 

 

MM: At McDonald’s. So that –  

 

Q: We missed that.  

 

MM: (overlapping dialogue; inaudible)  

 

MB: I remember the job where –  

 

PG: I was too busy being on a diet to walk into McDonald’s to listen to you.  

 

MB: I wanted a job where I can study, because I tried the Ratty. I tried that, and that just wasn’t 

for me. So I was told that if you got a job in the library, you can actually study while you work. 
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And I worked in the periodicals room in the Rock, and I worked at night, because it was not 

busy. People would come in and read and yeah and study. I would change the paper and answer 

questions, but it was okay to study, so that’s how I was able to get my study hours in [00:51:00] 

and party on the weekend.  

 

AD: I was going to say about the partying, because I couldn’t party during the week, because 

every math class is going to be the first thing in the morning. I think that was the hardest thing, 

because I’ve never been a morning person. I’m sort of coming around to it. And I remember – 

did anyone take Chinese? I wanted to take Chinese so badly – Saturday morning at like 9:00 a.m. 

(overlapping dialogue; inaudible) and I’m like, I know I couldn’t do it, so I took it for a while, 

and I’m like, “This is just creeping by.” I –  

 

Q: It’s my social life. 

 

AD:  – no social life whatsoever.  

 

JB: But I mean, I remember the weekends would begin Thursday night. 

 

SP: Thursday, yeah. Thursday they’d have that party in the – what’s that place? Is it the graduate 

center lounge? 

 

RNB: Yeah, GCB, yeah. 

 

SP: GCB, so you pretty much – you had to study on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 

really hard, because –  

 

Q: Thursday (inaudible). 

 

SP:  – the weekend started Thursday, pretty much. 

 

PB: And also because –  
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PG: You tried to move your classes into four days if you could, or maybe you have just one on 

Friday. [00:52:00]  

 

PB: Or, but I mean, people didn’t really go out until –  

 

Q: Late. 

 

PB:  – ten o’clock at night. In fact, my daughter was looking at, you know, Campus Dance. She 

said, “Boy, why does it start so late?” I said, “Well, all things at college start late, because people 

do their homework first.” [laughter] 

 

SP: But it’s – there were a lot of opportunities at Brown to, you know, to be in things other than 

class. And when you are a science major, once I figured out, okay – I knew I was a science 

major, because that was my strength, math and science. So then sometimes, you’d just have to 

take all these math and science classes and nothing else, but you were able – like, I took a dance 

class, and I took some other classes that I probably would not have been able to take at other 

institutions, being a science major. I was a cheerleader. I had a diverse experience, and you were 

able to do that here. [00:53:00] And even working – like you were talking about the economic 

diversity. The jobs that I had, I’ve never felt like, “Oh, here I am, working this job, and everyone 

else is out, you know, at the restaurant.” It was just part of what you did, and there were so many 

students who were also doing that. That’s how you met other people that you may not have 

otherwise interacted with. 

 

MB: I took a photography class at RISD, and I enjoyed that. That was a nice break. So there was 

a lot of opportunities to do different things and to broaden your experience at Brown, and that’s 

what I enjoyed, as well.  

 

JL: Nobody – apart from mentioning the name of one dean, nobody has mentioned any faculty –  
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SP: Well, Dean Hazeltine was – I liked him quite a lot, and I saw him last night. I’m not very 

good with names, [00:54:00] but there were no particular instructors that I could put my finger 

on now and say, “Oh, this was a great instructor.” I kind of took the classes, but I remember 

Dean Hazeltine. I took a couple of his classes. There was – these were the balance classes, you 

know, so that if you’re taking biochemistry or some other – and physics and all this other stuff, 

then you needed another class to balance the load. So I remember him, Brother Ah – do you 

remember – there was a Brother Ah. His name was Brother Ah, and he taught these African 

American type classes. He’s no longer here, but –  

 

Q: What did Hazeltine teach? 

 

Q: Engin. 9. 

 

SP: Engin. 9 and Engin. 10. 

 

KE: Right. The thing that was great about his classes – I call them the managerial economics 

classes, because the cases we did in his class I ended up doing at Harvard Business School. So it 

was fantastic, because I just blew through [00:55:00] all those classes, because I had already 

done that work. One of the other people that we see – Marcia and I see all the time – is Beverly 

Ledbetter, because she is in our sorority. So every time we go to a regional or a national 

conference, she’s there. And in addition to that, for me, she’s almost like family, because she – in 

Texas, her mother lives across the street from, I’ll say, my god-uncle. And so for the last zillion 

years, you know, I’m always hearing about her. We’re corresponding, what have you. So she’s 

another person that we see.  

 

MB: Beverly is actively involved in the graduate chapter, and so it was nice to have a sorority 

sister that was on the faculty that was here, [00:56:00] and she was sort of keeping watch over 

the undergrads. 

 

KE: Yes, she was watching us. 
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MB: Yeah. [laughter] 

 

RNB: I was on the Committee for the Status of Women, which was a university committee. And 

so Charlotte Thomas was on it and Harriet Sheridan was, so we met, I think, monthly or maybe 

every six weeks or so, talking about issues that women were facing. And of course, at the time, it 

was the discussion of recruiting more women to be in science, leadership roles, and engineering, 

and the discrepancy between – what are we showing? What are we showing our women who are 

students, in terms of what you can do, by who’s leading the course? And that was a wonderful 

experience, to get to know some of the –  

 

KD: I had lots of good teachers. [00:57:00] And I remember freshman year, I took – I don’t 

know if any of you took it. It was a combined applied math and physics course, and it was taught 

by a Russian woman – she was the physics half – and this Italian guy, and they would tag team. 

They were fantastic. Both of them were really fantastic, and just the format was really 

interesting, of something that I hadn’t experienced before. And the Russian woman, she had 

these really long legs, and the Italian guy was always making these off-color jokes. But both of 

them, what they really impressed me with – and this, I’ve, you know, maintained this all of these 

years – is that they would really listen very carefully. So whenever a student had a question – it 

didn’t matter what kind of a question it was, whether it was a very advanced question, a really 

idiotic question – you know, they would listen carefully and think about what was – where did 

the student go wrong, at what point? [00:58:00] And they would trace back to that point, and 

they were fantastic.  

 And I also remember, my freshman year, I took a composition class. It was a female 

teacher, but I don’t remember her name. The first composition that we were asked to do, she 

wrote, at the end of practically every sentence, “So what?” She flunked 80 or 90 percent of the 

class on that first composition. One dude got an A, and it was rough. It was rough. Most of the 

people dropped, and she said afterwards that that had been her intention, that she felt that the 

class was overenrolled. And I mean, maybe she said that to be provocative, or I don’t know, but 

she really made an impression, yeah. I did learn something from her, for sure. 

 



34 
 

MB: Dr. John Fulton was the professor in my major, health and society, and there were about 16 

of us that was in our major. [00:59:00] And he was phenomenal, because he went to Brown also, 

so he had a way of relating to us and certainly to me. And then he also had a scholarship, and he 

also had work-study, so there was something that he had in common with quite a number of us. 

And I remember, sophomore year, I was taking five classes. I was singing in two choirs. I had 

work-study. I was working about 10-15 hours a week, and it was a full schedule. And I was 

tutoring. I was active in the sorority. And he called me one time in my room, and he wanted to 

know what was going on, because he sensed that how things were progressing were not in the 

right direction. And so he talked to me about what I was doing outside of classes, and we talked 

about – he’d point at certain things. In terms of my participation in class, it sort of was not what 

it was when [01:00:00] it was in the beginning of the semester. And so we talked through a lot of 

things, and I started to prioritize or de-prioritize some activities and scaled back in working the 

hours I did, because five classes was quite a bit of a load. That helped me tremendously, and in 

fact, when I went to graduate school – I also got my MBA at the University of Chicago – I 

reached out to him, because there’s something I was trying to get a sense of. I wanted to get his 

perspective, and he was phenomenal. 

 

JER: Julie Strandberg, my dance teacher freshman year –  

 

__: Oh, Julie. 

 

JER:  – was phenomenal. And the assignment that we got that – it was life-changing – was to 

read a Kurt Vonnegut book called Ready to Wear [sic], I think it was called. It was about a body 

shop where he would go and get a new body, and that we’re really just floating around. And so 

his wife is really into being a redhead one minute and a buxom blonde the next, [01:01:00] so 

she was always going to the body shop, whereas he, the husband, preferred to float around and 

just be. He says, “Body’s are a hassle. They have sore throats, and you’ve got to maintain them.” 

So we had to read that and relate it to – we had to write a paper – how do we feel about our 

bodies? And it was really a hard assignment for me at first. I was an athlete, so I was like – liked 

my body. It always did what I asked it to do. But in dance, it was quite embarrassing for me, as a 

freshman, to have been so confident with my body, and then to be in a dance class with a bunch 
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of what I used to call the “New York dancers,” who had studied, you know, with great teachers. 

And I really didn’t know any of the French terms in ballet and stuff, but I was very good at 

visual imprinting, so I would memorize the angle of the foot, and then I would do it. I went up to 

her finally. I was like, “I do not know what the heck I’m doing in this class.” She goes, “That’s 

why [01:02:00] this is a beginner’s class.” I said, “Well, then how come all these people have 

danced in the Lincoln Center?” She was very gentle with me about it, because we were looking 

at our bodies one way. We’re writing about it, and my body had to function in a completely 

different way, grace in a different kind of way, and to have so little clothing on you. You have 

the armor of the sports stuff. And it was really something for me to learn as a freshman, to deal 

with my body that way, and it was – I remember crying about it, noticing that I was always in the 

back of the dance class and that I had to push myself to the front of the class, and she started 

making me do that. And then, I ended up working with her, and we ended up teaching children in 

Providence who didn’t have music or dance programs. Six of us got a grant, and we went into the 

school systems and taught the children to have body confidence, music confidence, and so it 

ended up being a life-changing experience, and she was just a great teacher.  

 Nancy Dunbar, [01:03:00] who taught a theatre arts public speaking class – got very 

close to her, chose her as my – ditched the advisor they gave me. I did not get this guy at all, and 

he didn’t get me, so I found Nancy and just kind of held onto her for a couple of years and 

always asked her questions. And she and I still are in communication.  

 

JL: I’m going to have to sort of bring this to some sort of end, but I’m sure several of you might 

want just to say one sentence, perhaps, either about someone who – some person, some 

professor, some faculty at Brown that influenced you, or something about the Brown experience. 

So let’s sort of – if some of you want to have a concluding remark, let’s have it, but I can hear 

the class of ’59 outside.  

 

MM: Well, a last thank-you to Dean Ripley, who was conservative in his medical school advice 

but selected myself and who is now my husband to be on the same advising committee for the 

medical school.  

 

JL: Oh, well that’s (inaudible). 
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MM: Didn’t lose out on my entire social [life?]. [01:04:00] 

 

AD: I have to say – I was going to mention Professor van Dam in computer science. He 

definitely had a lasting impression on me, and he made it so exciting. And computers – for me to 

be majoring in math and also to do computers, when you think about writing papers, what we 

had to go through to write a paper on a typewriter without word processing. So much effort was 

put into that typing the paper, and it was nice to finally – when we had the computer labs and 

made that change. But he was – I thought he was fabulous. 

 

PB: For me, it was Kermit Champa, the art history professor – just took all the classes that he 

taught. I know he has since passed away, but even though art history was kind of my minor – 

even though we technically didn’t have minors here – I would say that those classes have 

benefited me so, just in the pleasure parts of my life, of travel and running my kids around 

museums and having that context. I thought he was great. 

 

PB: History of American women, which was a two-semester Am. Civ. class, and the year I took 

it was [01:05:00] the same year – the last year – for getting the Equal Rights Amendment passed, 

and I was very actively involved with a whole group of people on campus in working on that. 

And we worked in Florida, which was one of the swing states, during the intercession, and I sort 

of felt like – because of this class – that I was, like, helping write the next chapter.  

 

JL: Who was teaching it? 

 

PB: Mari Jo Buhle. 

 

JL: She’s my Ph.D. supervisor.  

 

Q: Oh wow. 
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PB: She was fabulous. I mean, I think about that class all the time. I still have all the books, and 

yeah.  

 

JL: Anyone else want to have a concluding remark? 

 

KD: My thesis advisor, Professor Riemann in the anthropology department, was really very 

helpful, and he was somebody who understood how to maximize the flexibility that Brown 

offered. So I had a combined major of anthropology and linguistics, and I spent my junior year 

abroad, and I got a lot of credit for that year, and he helped me [01:06:00] to – just to do what I 

wanted, to fit it into the system. 

 

JL: That’s great. 

 

MB: I think my experience at Brown, both socially and academically – now, the world opened 

up to me, and my four years, the world just opened wider. And that I’m quite happy about, and I 

will tell anyone to go to Brown.  

 

JL: Well, thank you very, very much, all of you. Thank you very much for coming, for your 

thoughts, comments, insights, and it has been a joy meeting you. So thank you very much.  

 

- END - 


